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i  PROPOSED  AID  TO  CmEECE  AND  TURKEY  -  A  TURNING  POINT  IN  NATIONAL  POLICY 

One  of  the  most  momentous  bills  ever  introduced  in  Congress  is  H.  R.  26l6.  This  measure, 
introduced  on  March  18,  19l*7  by  Dr,  Charles  Eaton,  former  Baptist  minister  and  now  chairman 
of  the  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  has  for  its  stated  purpose  sin5)ly  "to  provide 
for  assistance  to  Greece  and  Turkey," 

What  the  Bill  Provides 

The  nature  of  this  "assistance"  needs  clarification.  In  the  first  place,  the  $1*00  million 
will  probably  be  a  grant  rather  than  a  loan,  the  bill  specifically  enqpowering  the  President 
to  determine  irtiat  form  "the  financial  aid"  will  take.  In  the  second  place,  the  proposed 
Act  does  not  aim  to  send  food  to  neec^  and  suffering  people.  This  kind  of  aid  to  Greece  is 
included  in  the  $350  million  relief  bill  vhich  the  House  Committee  reported  out  favorably 
on  March  20.  In  that  bill,  H.  J.  Res.  153  (note  change  from  H.  J.  Res.  13U),  are  included 
approximately  $60  million  worth  of  food  for  Greece,  In  the  third  place,  too  little  is 
known  of  the  actual  break-down  of  the  $1*00  million.  From  the  official  testimony  before  the 
House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  it  is  clear  that  $250  to  $300  million  of  the  $1*00  million 
is  Intended  for  Greece  and  the  remainder  for  Turkey.  From  unofficial  but  nevertheless 
reliable  sources  we  understand  that  of  the  amount  allocated  for  Greece,  approadmately  one- 
half  would  be  for  military  supplies.  Uie  assistance  authorized  by  this  pill.. also  includes 
"detailing  a  limited  number  of  members  of  the  military  services  of  the  United  States  to 
assist  those  countries, in  an  advisory  capacity  only."  Another  section  of  the  bill  provides 
for  "transfer  to  those  coimtries  of  any  articles,  services,  and  information  and  the  instruc¬ 
tion  and  training  of  personnel  of  those  coiintries." 

Brief  Background  of  the  Proposal 

On  February  2l*th  the  British  informed  the  United  States  that  their  financial  condition  made 
I  it  inqposslble  for  them  to  continue  their  aid  to  Greece  and  Turkey  after  the  end  of  the 
fiscfiG.  year  on  March  31>  19U7,  (Some  100,000  British  troops  have  been  stationed  in  Greece.) 
As  early  as  last  fall  they  had  made  such  an  intimation,  but  nothing  was  done  about  it.  As 
a  result  of  this  warning.  President  Truman  s^peared  before  a  special  session  of  Congress  on 
March  12  and  appealed  for  assistance  to  Greece  and  Turkey  as  "an  investment  in  world  freedom 
and  world  peace."  Pointing  out  that  the  Greek  army  was  small  and  poorly  equipped,  he  called 
for  supplies  and  equipment  to  be  furnished  to  it  in  order  to  restore  the  author!-^  of  the 
government  throu^out  Greek  territory.  The  President  explained  that  "it  must  be  the  policy 
of  the  United  States  to  siq>port  free  peoples  who  are  resisting  attempted  subjugation  by 
armed  minorities  or  by  outside  pressxire,"  and  asserted  t  "If  Greece  should  fall  under  con¬ 
trol  of  an  armed  minority,  the  effect  upon  its  neighbor,  Turkey,  would  be  immediate  and 
Milous.  Confusion  and  disorder  might  well  ^read  throughout  the  entire  Middle  East." 

The  "Truman  Doctrine" 

The  inpllcations  of  this  new  policy  are  startling.  The  "Truman  Doctrine"  represents  a  new 
departure  in  American  foreign  policy  in  peacetime.  Freda  Kirchwey,  editor  of  The  Nation, 
sayss  "Put  baldly,  Mr.  Truman's  message  was  a  plain  declaration  of  political  war  against 
Russia.  Nothing  more,  but  also  nothing  less."  Many  Congressmen  are  wondering  what  the 
President  meant  by  beginning  his  message  with  a  reference  to  "one  aspect^  of  our'  foreign 
policy.  Does  this  st^  presage  similar  ones  in  C^rus,  Palestine,  Iran,  Egypt,  Korea, 
China? 
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Representative  Philip  Philbin  of  Massachusetts,  a  member  of  the  Armed  Services  Committee, 
pointed  out  that  one  of  the  consequences  of  the  proposed  new  policy  would  be  t  ”The  early 
restoration  and  resunqption  of  the  selective-service  draft ^or,  in  its  place,  a  system  of 
universal  military  service,  otherwise  known  as  the  peacetime  draft  —  a  permanent  system 
of  military  regimOTtation,"  (Underlining  supplied.; 

Some  Questions  that  Should  be  Faced 

1.  Will  this  policy  lead  to  war?  Asked  this  question  at  the  House  Hearings  by  Representa¬ 

tive  Mansfield  of  Montana,  Dean  Acheson  replied  cate¬ 
gorically  in  the  negative;  he  insisted  that  this  step  was  in  the  direction  of  preserving 
peace.  While  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  was  naturally  reluctant  to  discuss  American- 
Soviet  relations  in  detail,  other  commentators  have  made  it  clear  that  this  means  a  show¬ 
down  with  Russia.  A  policy  initiated  by  Secretarj'-  Byrnes  of  being  "firm  but  patient"  is  to 
be  extended  to  the  point  of  "taking  a  stand,"  as  Representative  Donald  Jackson  of  California 
says,  "in  Istanbxil  or  Athens,  rather  than  in  Charleston,  Newark  or  San  Francisco." 

Ihis  kind  of  reasoning  xa  dangerous.  Logical  on  the  surface,  it  remains  superficial  for 
want  of  perspective.  History  contains  innumerable  examples  of  this  kind  of  force  e3q)loding 
in  the  hands  of  the  nation  using  it.  One  of  the  most  pertinent  examples  occurred  almost 
forty  years  ago  in  the  Balkans.  The  Bosnian  crisis  caused  a  conflict  between  Germany  and 
Russia  in  1908,  The  Kaiser  stood  forth  in  "shining  armor,"  as  he  put  it,  and  with  a  show 
of  force,  conpelled  Russia  to  back  down.  Ori  several  occasions  during  the  succeeding  five 
year  period,  the  Kaiser  was  similarly  successful  with  a  "strong"  policy  vis-a-vis  the 
Russian  ally,  France,  At  the  end  of  six  years  came  the  inevitable  explosion  -  World  War  I, 

2.  Can  the  Balkans  be  pacified  by  supporting  the  status  quo?  All  of  the  empires  and  great 

powers  have  tried  their  hands 

at  Balkan  diplc«nacy  by  military  intervention  only  to  be  foiled  and  flnistrated  in  the  end. 

The  oligarchic  nature  of  the  Turkish  government  is  too  well-known  to  need  elaboration.  Of 
the  Greek  regime.  Senator  Edwin  C.  Johnson  of  Colorado  has  remarked  :  "In  Greece,  a  king 
with  his  back  to  the  wall  is  fighting  Greeks  who  do  not  like  his  cruel  incompetence.  These 
forces  think  they  are  fighting  for  freedom,  but  we  arbitrarily  line  up  with  the  king  and 
help  him  crush  them.  •  .  .  Why  the  United  States  Treasury  should  support  an  extravagant, 
incompetent,  backward  and  unpopular  monarchy  in  Greece  is  beyond  me.  The  President  says  by 
way  of  apology  that  he  does  not  like  some  of  the  things  this  arbitrary  ruler  has  done.  Well, 
I  should  hope  not.  If  I  were  the  King  of  Greece  and  ray  people  had  my  number  and  were  de¬ 
termined  to  dun?)  me,  I  would  scream  ‘communism*  too.  The  cry  of  ‘Wolf,  wolf,*  will  be 
raised  by  every  royal  punk  the  world  over  but  Congress  cannot  rush  to  the  rescue  of  all  of 
them  with  money,  guns,  and  military  advisers.  We  sinply  do  not  have  enough  money  to  finance 
wars  all  over  the  earth." 

3.  Is  this  really  the  most  effective  way  to  ccmbat  communism?  Although  the  official  state¬ 

ments  have  been  extremely 

cautious  on  this  point,  everyone  knows  that  these  moves  are  directed  against  the  spread  of 
Russian  comnunism.  In  his  message  the  President  spoke  of  the  "terrorist  activities  of 
several  thousand  armed  men,  led  by  Communists."  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  comments  on 
this  issue  from  two  men  whose  political  viewpoints  are  probably  at  opposite  poles,  Ernest 
T.  Weir,  president  of  the  Welrten  Steel  Coii?>any  of  Pittsburg,  has  the  following  to  say  about 
this  method  of  combating  comnunism  t 

**If  we  take  this  action  in  Greece,  we  will  in  effect  say  to  Russia,  *We  are  opposed  to 
communism  and  intend  to  help  the  Governments  of  Greece  and  Turkey  oppose  it.*  Under  the 
circumstances,  is  not  Russia  likely  to  reply,  *You  are  free  to  do  that,  but  if  you  do, 
we  will  take  measures  of  our  own  to  s\?;)port  communism*.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
Russia  has  many  means,  short  of  war,  to  foster  the  spread  of  communism;  many  more,  in 
fact,  than  we  have  to  oppose  it.  •  •  •  You  cannot  stop  a  political  growth  any  more  than 
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you  can  stop  a  religious  growth  —  particularly  by  use  of  fores.  And  the  adventure 
in  Greece,  whatever  its  other  aspects,  is  basically  a  use  of  force,” 

And  Henry  Wallace  makes  the  following  criticism  of  the  policy: 

”1  say  that  this  policy  is  utterly  futile,  .  ,  ,  I  certainly  don*t  want  to  see  commu¬ 
nism  spread,  I  predict  that  Truman* s  policy  will  spread  communism  in  Europe  and  Asia, 

You  can*t  fi^t  something  with  nothing.  When  Truman  offers  unconditional  aid  to  King 
George  of  Greece,  he  is  acting  as  the  best  salesman  communism  ever  had,** 

U,  Did  Greece  and  Turkey  ask  for  military  aid?  Representative  Fulton  of  Pennsylvania  put 

this  question  to  Dean  Acheson  on  the  first 

day  of  the  hearings.  Secretary  Acheson  replied,  after  considerable  thought,  that  he  did  not 
know.  On  the  second  day,  in  response  to  a  repetition  of  the  query,  the  Secretary  responded 
that  Turkey  had  asked  for  some  officers  and  that  in  the  case  of  Greece  the  request  for 
*•  technical  advisers'*  had  been  interpreted  by  the  State  Department  as  including  military 
personnel.  The  State  Department  is  careful  to  point  out  that  they  do  not  intend  to  send 
any  troops  to  the  Balkans,  It  may  be  unkind  to  refer  to  the  promise  of  President  Roosevelt 
in  I9U0  that  no  American  boys  would  be  sent  abroad,  but  this  may  be  a  similar  case.  Secre¬ 
tary  Acheson  testified  that  the  army  officers  were  merely  to  supervise  the  distribution  of 
the  military  supplies  and  would  not  be  used’  in  training  troops.  In  any  event,  the  large 
amount  of  military  supplies  supervised  by  American  Army  officers  is  definitely  military 
intervention. 

5.  Could  the  United  Nations  handle  this  situation?  Addressing  himself  to  this  question, 

Walter  Lippmann  writes: 

"If  the  pattern  of  our  conduct  in  this  affair  becomes  a  precedent,  we  shall  have  cut  a 
hole  in  the  Charter  which  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  repair.  •  .  .  Suppose  we  cannot 
all  around  the  world  relieve  quickly  enough  the  misery  and  the  want,  S\q>pose  that  in 
Greece  later,  or  in  some  other  wracked  and  hungry  land,  there  comes  into  power  by 
elections  like  those  in  Greece  a  government  of  the  extreme  left,  dominated  by  the 
ConsQunists.  .  .  .  What  happens  then  if  that  government  calls  upon  the  Soviet  Union  for 
aid,  asks  it  to  equip  and  train  its  army,  to  plan  and  direct  its  economy?  What  under 
the  'Truman  doctrine*  do  we  do  if  the  Soviet  Government  says  there  is  an  emergency, 
that  it  has  been  invited  to  intervene,  and  that  the  U  N  is  not  in  position  to  extend  the 
kind  of  help  required?" 

Douglas  S.  Freeman,  editor  of  the  Richmond  News-Leader,  comments: 

"In  the  strictest  sense,  the  San  Francisco  charter  may  not  provide  any  means  of  bolster¬ 
ing  a  disheartened  and  feeble  government  to  resist  border  attacks  which  it  believes  of 
foreign  inspiration,  but  in  the  largest  sense  the  charter  provides  machinery  for  review¬ 
ing  conditions  that  threaten  peace.  Even  if  U  N  officials  today  agree  that  Ur,  Truman's 
statement  is  correct,  the  country  is  almost  certain  to  resent  the  short  circuiting  of  an 
organization  millions  of  iis  labored  to  create  and  to  strengthen.  If  America  contenptu- 
ously  disregards  the  U  N  idien  it  suits  her  to  do  so,  how  can  she  expect  other  nations  to 
respect  us  when  their  special  interests  similarly  are  involved?" 

At  the  present  time  a  commission  frcM  the  U  N  representing  the  eleven  members  of  the 
Security  Coimcll  is  conducting  an  investigation  into  the  Greek  border  troubles.  Without 
waiting  for  this  commission  to  give  its  report,  the  unilateral  action  of  the  United  States 
is  proposed.  The  official  viewpoint  is  that  the  United  Nations  is  not  yet  equal  to  the 
task.  Nonetheless,  Secretary  Acheson  in  his  testimony  before  the  House  Committee,  in 
reference  to  the  charge  by  Greece  concerning  armed  bands  inspired  from  abroad,  stated  t 
"This  is  peculiarly  a  United  Nations  problem,  and  one  with  which  the  U  N  is  dealing 
esqpeditlously  and  effectively.  In  this  matter,  the  United  States  is  siq>portlng  the  Security 
Council's  action  energetically,"  Secretary  Acheson  was  pessimistic,  however,  on  the 
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possibility  of  the  International  Bank's  advancing  the  f\mds  necessary  for  Greek  recon¬ 
struction.  He  insisted  that  the  Bank  was  net  yet  officially  organized  and  that  Greece  was 
not  a  good  enough  risk  for  the  Bank.  On  the  other  hand,  Representative  Javits  of  New  York 
pointed  out  that  the  Bank  did  have  the  funds,  and  that  it  was  set  up  for  such  purposes. 

Five  Suggestions 

A  blanket  "No"  to  the  proposals  now  before  Congress  will  not  suffice*  Some  form  of  aid 
will  almost  certainly  be  granted,  and  for  that  matter,  help  is  needed  and  should  be  given. 
The  question  is,  what  kind  of  aid  should  be  given,  and  what  other  measures  should  be  taken 
as  a  substitute  for  the  kind  of  aid  idiich  should  not  be  given. 

The  President,  Congress,  and  especially  its  Foreign  Affairs  Committees,  should  be  encour^ 
aged  along  the  following  lines: 

1.  Pie  relief  bill  (H.  J.  Res.  153)  should  passed  imediately.  This  provides  for  $350 
million  of  food  and  medical  8\;qpplie3  intended  for  Austria,  Italy*  Poland,  Hungary,  China 
and  Greece. 

2.  In  the  light  of  the  poverty-stricken  situation  of  Greece,  and  of  the  report  recently 
made  available  in  full  by  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  on  the  Greek  econony, 
additional  aid  should  be  made  available  to  Greece  for  purposes  of  reconstruction  and  re- 


_  is  aid  should  be  contingent  on  the  adc^tion  of  the  reforms  recommended  hy 

the  F  A  0  commission.  A  minimum  of  $100  million  is  required  for  the  development  of  trans¬ 
portation  and  communication  facilities,  for  the  construction  of  irrigation  and  flood  control 
systems,  for  financing  agricultural  rehabilitation,  and  for  the  development  of  certain 
industrial  units. 

3*  The  U  N  and  its  functional  agencies  should  be  used,  not  by-passed  and  not  merely 
"consulted."  The  International  Bank  should  be  asked  io  provide  a  good  share  of  the  finan¬ 
cial  aid*  Other  security  measures  should  be  cleared  with  the  U  N,  as  in  the  successful 
settlement  of  the  dispute  over  Iran.  Only  throu^  use  does  an  organism  proper. 


U*  A  Aener^  settlement  with  Russia  should  ^  arrange 
is  needed,  io  lay  out  the  economic  needs  of  Russia  anc 
recourse  to  aggression. 


»  A  conference  under  U  N  auspices 
low  they  can  be  satisfied  without 


5*  World-Wide  disarmament  must  be  initiated,  including  an  internationalization  of  important 
narrow  waterways  such  as  the  Dardanelles,  before  these  separate  and  individual  crises 
accumulate  to  the  point  of  combustion.  Senator  Tidings  has  recognized  the  nature  of  the 
present  crisis  by  re-introducing  his  bill,  now  numbered  S*  Res.  9$f  for  multi-lateral 
disarmament. 


Write  to  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  (see  list  in  Letter  No*  38),  House  Office 
Building,  Washington,  D.  C*,  and  to  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee,  Senate 
Office  Building,  Washington.  Pie  Senate  Committee  is  composed  of  the  following  : 

Republicans  Qemocrats 

Arthur  H.  Vandenberg,  Michigan  Tom  Connally,  7exas 

Arthur  Capper,  Kansas  Walter  F*  George,  Georgia 

Wallace  H.  White,  Jr*,  Maine  Robert  F*  Wagner,  New  York 

Alexander  Wiley,  Wisconsin  Elbert  D*  Thomas,  Utah 

H.  Alexander  Smith,  New  Jersey  AXben  W.  Barkley,  Kentucky 

Bourke  B.  Hickenlooper,  Iowa  Carl  A.  Hatch,  New  Mexico 

Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr.,  Massachusetts 


Newsletter  Cost,  12  per  year. 
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